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Program for Commencement

May 16, 2020
Valerie Montgomery Rice, MD, FACOG

President and Dean, Morehouse School of Medicine
Presiding

Prelude . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”
Arrangement: David E. Oliver DMA,  Morehouse College

Program Opening . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .“Don’t Rush”

Call to Order.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Franklyn Geary, Jr. MD, FACOG
Grand Marshal

Professor and Program Director, Obstetrics & Gynecology

Tribute to Hugh M Gloster.. . . . . . . . P re s i d e nt  an d  D e an  Mo ntg o m e r y  R i c e ,  M D

Invocation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marvin L. Crawford, MD, MDiv, FACP
Chaplain

Associate Professor, Internal Medicine
Senior Pastor, First St. Paul AME Church

National Anthem .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . “The Star Spangled Banner”
Words by Francis Scott Key

+Hymn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  “Lift Every Voice and Sing”
Performed by Grammy-Award Winning Singer/Songwriter John Legend

Words and music by James Weldon Johnson

The Occasion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  President and Dean Montgomery Rice, MD

Greetings.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arthur R. Collins
Chair, Board of Trustees

Morehouse School of Medicine
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Class Remarks. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  A s h l e y - M a r i e  J o n e s
President, Student Government Association Member, Class of 2020

Introduction of the Speaker. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President and Dean Montgomery Rice, MD

Commencement Address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Gary H Gibbons, MD

Director, National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute 
National Institutes of Health

Alumni   Induction. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . B  David  Blake, MD, DABFM, ‘93
President, Morehouse School of Medicine National Alumni Association

Special Greetings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Hon Andrew Young
Former U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations

Charge to the Class. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . President & Dean Montgomery Rice, MD

Benediction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marvin L Crawford, MD, MDiv, FACP

Recessional. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Morehouse School of Medicine Hymn “SOAR”
Words and Music by Jerry E Peters



4

Conferring Of Degrees

Conferring the Master of
Public Health Degree .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . President & Dean Montgomery Rice, MD

and Vice President & Executive Vice Dean 
Harris-Hooker, PhD

International Declaration of
Health Rights .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Stephanie Miles-Richardson, D.V.M., PhD

Associate Dean, Graduate Education in
Public Health

Conferring the Master of Science in 
Biomedical Research Degree.  .  . President & Dean Montgomery Rice, MD

and Vice President & Executive Vice Dean 
Harris-Hooker, PhD

Conferring the Master of Science in 
Biotechnology .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . President & Dean Montgomery Rice, MD and 

Vice President & Executive Vice Dean
Harris-Hooker, PhD

Conferring the Master of Science in 
Clinical Research Degree.  .  .  .  .  . President & Dean Montgomery Rice, MD and 

Vice President & Executive Vice Dean
Harris-Hooker, PhD

Conferring the Master of Science in 
Medical Sciences Degree.  .  .  .  .  .  President & Dean Montgomery Rice, MD

and Vice President & Executive Vice Dean 
Harris-Hooker, PhD

Conferring the Doctor of
Philosophy Degree.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . President & Dean Montgomery Rice, MD and 

Vice President & Executive Vice Dean
Harris-Hooker, PhD

A Scientist’s Pledge.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Ward Kirlin, PhD
Acting Associate Dean, Graduate Studies
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Conferring the Doctor of
Medicine Degree.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . President & Dean Montgomery Rice, MD and 

Vice President & Executive Vice Dean
Harris-Hooker, PhD

The Oath of the Hippocrates.  .  .  . Martha L. Elks, MD, PhD, FACP, FACE
Senior Associate Dean, Educational Affairs

Alumni Induction.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . B. David Blake, MD, DABFM, ‘93
President, Morehouse School of Medicine
National Alumni Association

Charge to the Class.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . President & Dean Montgomery Rice, MD

The Morehouse School
of Medicine Hymn.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . “SOAR”

Words and Music by Jerry E. Peters

Benediction.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Marvin L. Crawford, MD, MDiv, FACP

Recessional.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . “Morehouse School of Medicine Hymn “SOAR”
Words and Music by Jerry E Peters

Grand Marshal.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Franklyn Geary, Jr., MD, FACOG
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Overview

Morehouse School of Medicine (MSM), located in Atlanta, Ga., was founded in 

1975 as the Medical Education Program at Morehouse College. In 1981, MSM 

became an independently chartered institution. MSM is among the nation’s 

leading educators of primary care physicians and was recently recognized as 

the top institution among U.S. medical schools for its social mission. MSM 

faculty and alumni are noted in their fields for excellence in teaching, research, 

and public policy.

MSM is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Ed-

ucation, Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education, Council on 

Education for Public Health, Liaison Committee on Medical Education, and 

Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.
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Mission

We exist to:
•  Improve the health and well-being of individuals and commu-

nities.
•  Increase the diversity of the health professional and scientific 

workforce.
•  Address primary health care through programs in education,        

research, and service.

 With emphasis on people of color and the underserved urban and 
rural populations in Georgia, the nation, and the world.

Vision

Leading the creation and advancement of health equity
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Gary H. Gibbons,  MD

Gary H. Gibbons, MD, is Director 
of the National Heart, Lung, and 
Blood Institute (NHLBI) at the Na-
tional Institutes of Health (NIH), 
where he oversees the third larg-
est institute at the NIH, with an 
annual budget of approximately $3 
billion and a staff of nearly 2,100 
federal employees, contractors, 
and volunteers.  NHLBI provides 
global leadership for research, 
training, and education programs 
to promote the prevention and 
treatment of heart, lung, and blood 
diseases and enhance the health of 
all individuals so that they can live 
longer and more fulfilling lives. 

Since being named Director of the NHLBI, Dr. Gibbons has enhanced the 
NHLBI investment in fundamental discovery science, steadily increasing the 
payline and number of awards for established and early stage investigators.  
His commitment to nurturing the next generation of scientists is manifest in 
expanded funding for career development and loan repayment awards as well 
as initiatives to facilitate the transition to independent research awards. 

Dr. Gibbons provides leadership to advance several NIH initiatives and has 
made many scientific contributions in the fields of vascular biology, genomic 
medicine, and the pathogenesis of vascular diseases.  His research focuses on 
investigating the relationships between clinical phenotypes, behavior, molecu-
lar interactions, and social determinants on gene expression and their contri-
bution to cardiovascular disease.  Dr. Gibbons has received several patents for 
innovations derived from his research in the fields of vascular biology and the 
pathogenesis of vascular diseases. 
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Dr. Gibbons earned his undergraduate degree from Princeton University 
in Princeton, N.J., and graduated magna cum laude from Harvard Medical 
School in Boston.  He completed his residency and cardiology fellowship at the 
Harvard-affiliated Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston.  Dr. Gibbons was 
a member of the faculty at Stanford University in Stanford, CA, from 1990-
1996, and at Harvard Medical School from 1996-1999. He joined the More-
house School of Medicine in 1999, where he served as the founding director of 
the Cardiovascular Research Institute, chairperson of the Department of Phys-
iology, and professor of physiology and medicine at the Morehouse School of 
Medicine, in Atlanta.  While at Morehouse School of Medicine, Dr. Gibbons 
served as a member of the National Heart, Lung, and Blood Advisory Council 
from 2009-2012. 

Throughout his career, Dr. Gibbons has received numerous honors, including 
election to the Institute of Medicine of the National Academies of Sciences; se-
lection as a Robert Wood Johnson Foundation Minority Faculty Development 
Awardee; selection as a Pew Foundation Biomedical Scholar; and recognition 
as an Established Investigator of the American Heart Association (AHA).
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Members of the Class  of 2020

Master of Public Health
Honorary Class Member

Bryson Jefferson

+Terrence Dashard Alexander
Research Title: The Effects of Tuberculosis 
and Syphilis Co-infection on HIV Viral 
Load and CD4 Cell Count among People 
Living with HIV/AIDS in Tanzania

****Taylor Louise Alston
Thesis Title: Prevalence and Predictors of 
Healthy Sleep Among Adults 18 Years and 
Older in the United States

Donika Monique Bather
Research Title: Electronic Cigarette Usage 
in Adolescents Ages Eleven to Eighteen in 
Fulton County Georgia

***+Kelsey N. Comeaux
Research Title:  SAMCare Community Hos-
pital Case Study:  An individual analysis 
of African American maternal mortality 
and proposed federal legislation to mitigate 
underlying causes

****Porsha Vanee’ Curtis
Thesis Title:  The Association Between 
Asthma and Disruptive Behavior Among 
Children Ages 3-5 in the United States

Zipporah Davis
Research Title: The Association between 
Volatile Organic Compounds and Asthma 
in Adults ages 18 years and older in the 
United States 

****Keith Ezell Green II
Thesis Title: Congestive Heart Failure and 
Depression: A review of the literature 

Akil-Vuai Shomari Gregory
Research Title: SAMCare Community Hos-
pital Case Study:  An individual analysis 

of African American maternal mortality 
and proposed federal legislation to mitigate 
underlying causes    
Shaqil Donquez Hogan
Research Title: SAMCare Community Hos-
pital Case Study:  An individual analysis 
of African American maternal mortality 
and proposed federal legislation to mitigate 
underlying causes

Gretchen Trucel Courtney Ingram
Research Title: SAMCare Community Hos-
pital Case Study:  An individual analysis 
of African American maternal mortality 
and proposed federal legislation to mitigate 
underlying causes

****Amina Isom
Thesis Title:  Exploration of the Association 
Between Sociodemographic Factors and 
Self-Reported Health Priorities Among 
Women in Metropolitan Communities in 
Atlanta, Georgia

****Abrianna Jackson
Thesis Title:  The Prevalence and Predictors 
of Cesarean Deliveries Among First Time 
Mothers Ages 14-15 in the United States

***+Amber Jefferson
Research Title: SAMCare Community Hos-
pital Case Study:  An individual analysis 
of African American maternal mortality 
and proposed federal legislation to mitigate 
underlying causes

Jada Rhianna Johnson
Research Title: Coronary Heart Disease 
Prevention
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****+Chekesha Maia Jordan, D.O.
Thesis Title:  Factors Associated with Health 
Information Seeking Behavior Among Per-
sons with Cancer Aged 18 Years and Older 
in the United States

****Sean Erick Ian Lamb
Thesis Title:  The Association Between 
Self-Reported Sports Related Concussion 
and Depression Among Adolescents in the 
United States

Nylah Michalah Littles
Research Title:  SAMCare Community Hos-
pital Case Study:  An individual analysis 
of African American maternal mortality 
and proposed federal legislation to mitigate 
underlying causes

Jaylin Isaac Mann
Research Title: The Southwest Atlanta 
Hypertension Prevention and Control Ini-
tiative: A Community-level Health Inter-
vention 

Tyra Montour
Research Title:  Early Childhood Violence: 
Individual Behavioral Intervention

Darielle Alexis Oliver
Research Title:  A Community Based Inter-
vention and Evaluation Proposal addressing 
Uterine Cancer

Raven-Elisa Proby
Research Title: Food for Thought Program 
Intervention to Combat Hypertension 
through Minimizing Salt-Intake  in African 
Americans

****Jonela Olivia Rogers
Thesis Title: A Comparison of Urban Food 
Banks in Akron, Ohio and Atlanta, Georgia

Sha-Hanna Savoya Saffold
Research Title: Cardiovascular Disease due 
to High Blood Pressure in Adults over the 
age of 35

Marshawn Shelton
Research Title: SAMCare Community Hos-
pital Case Study:  An individual analysis 
of African American maternal mortality 
and proposed federal legislation to mitigate 
underlying causes

Kylan JaHaan Simpson
Research Title: SAMCare Community Hos-
pital Case Study:  An individual analysis 
of African American maternal mortality 
and proposed federal legislation to mitigate 
underlying causes

Sadia Nyemadé Sleweon
Research Title: Examining the Association 
Between Hepatitis C and Pre-diabetes 
among Adults aged 18 years and older in 
the United States

+Daijah Kiara Thibodeaux
Research Title:  SAMCare Community Hos-
pital Case Study:  An individual analysis 
of African American maternal mortality 
and proposed federal legislation to mitigate 
underlying causes

****Brianna Sharice Walker
Thesis Title: Factors Associated with Forced 
Sexual Intercourse and Depression Among 
Adolescents Aged 12-17 Years Old in the 
United States

Jarmarkus Corkeith Watson
Research Title:  Usage of Child Safety Re-
straints and Associated Risks

*  Residency to begin in July 2021
***  Delta Omega Honor Society in Public Health
**** December 2019 Graduate
+  M.P.H. Honor Graduate
++  Cum Laude
+++  Magna Cum Laude
++++  Summa Cum Laude 
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Miracle Thomas
Thesis Title:  The Angiogenic Effects of Exo-
somal Delivery of miRNA-31 on a Mouse 
Myocardial Infarction Model 
Research Advisor:  Dong Liu, MD, PhD
Associate Professor, Department of Physiolo-
gy, Cardiovascular Research Institute

Master of Science in Biomedical Research

Master of Science in Biotechnology
****Sherilyn Cathy Ashly Francis

****Letisha Janae Mathis
****Julian Ikenna Onyekwere
Marvin LeRoy Thompson III
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Master of Science in Clinical Research

Alyssa Alexandria Cobbs
Dissertation Title:  Lipid-Induced Extra-
cellular Vesicles and their Role in Kidney 
Disease Progression 
Research Advisor:  Xueying Zhao, MD, 
PhD
Associate Professor, Department of Physiology

Shakeria Latrell Cohen, PhD
Project Title:  The Association Between 
Objective and Perceived Food Access on 
Self-Reported CVD in Blacks Residing in 
Urban Atlanta, GA
Mentors:  Herman Taylor, MD, MPH, 
Professor, Cardiovascular Research Center; 
Peter Baltrus, PhD, Professor, Department of 
Community Health and Preventive Medicine
 

Jammie Mack Hopkins, DrPH
Project Title: Assessing the Feasibility of 
Implementing Physical Activity
Systems Change within a Minority Serving 
Medical Practice
Mentor: Felipe Lobelo, MD, MPH, FAHA, 
Associate Professor, Global Health, Rollins 
School of Public Health, Emory University 

Erin J. Wallace
Project Title:  The Correlation Between 
Cardiovascular Risk Factors and Depressive 
Symptoms in African American Women 
Ages 18-24. 
Mentor:  Kisha Holden, PhD, M.S.C.R, Profes-
sor, Interim Director, Satcher Health Lead-
ership Institute, Department of Psychiatry & 
Behavioral Sciences
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Master of Science in Medical Sciences

Robert Wayne Agee II
Babayode Adenibi Bakare

Kevon Montgomery Alexander Bryan
Loren Shanta Hardeman
Bria LeeAndrea Harris

Cham’Pane Ta’Chell Johnson
Sarah Mijide Keverenge

Corey Michelle Mezadieu
Igbagboleke Adedapo Mobolaji

KaJalen Mykeal Pogue
Cherrell Nicole Price

Titilayo Ngozi Shobayo
Shakeria LaWanda Stewart

Tempestt Walker
Shelbi Simone Ware

Domonique Tiara White
Cid’Ni Cymone Wilkerson

Katelyn Alise Williams
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Doctor of Philosophy in Biomedical Sciences

Alyssa Alexandria Cobbs
Dissertation Title: Lipid-Induced Extra-
cellular Vesicles and their Role in Kidney 
Disease Progression 
Research Advisor: Xueying Zhao, MD, 
PhD
Associate Professor, Department of Physiology

Crystal Chari Cole Lipsey
Dissertation Title: Combating Obesi-
ty-Related Cancer Outcomes with Leptin 
Antagonists
Research Advisor: Reuben Gonzalez, 
PhD 
Professor, Department of Microbiology, Bio-
chemistry, and Immunology

Anne Michelle Ramsey
Dissertation Title: The Effect of Environ-
mental Circadian Disruption on Vascular 
Disease
Research Advisor:  Alec Davidson, PhD 
Professor, Department of Neurobiology, 
Neuroscience Institute

Ian Trevor Saunders
Dissertation Title: Therapeutic Effects of 
Emodin in Colon Cancer
Research Advisor: Shailesh Singh, PhD 
Professor, Department of Microbiology, Bio-
chemistry, and Immunology Cancer Health 
Disparities Institute

****Jeronay King Thomas
Dissertation Title: The Role of CCR9-
CCL25 Axis in Breast Cancer Disparities
Research Advisor: Shailesh Singh, PhD 
Professor, Department of Microbiology, Bio-
chemistry, and Immunology Cancer Health 
Disparities Institute
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Doctor of Medicine
Residency Programs and Hospitals

Honorary Class Member
Khadeja Johnson, MD, FACP

++Ali Bakhsh Ahmad
Residency Program: Medicine Preliminary
New York University Grossman School 
of Medicine
*Residency Program: Neurology
New York University Grossman School 
of Medicine
New York, New York

Hadia Rahma Ahmad
Residency Program: Internal Medicine
Northeast Georgia Medical Center
Gainesville, Georgia

Rukayat Toyin Ajao
Residency Program: Internal Medicine
Morehouse School of Medicine 
Atlanta, Georgia

Adeola Olufunmilayo Akapo
Residency Program: Obstetrics and 
Gynecology
University of Colorado School of 
Medicine
Aurora, Colorado

Randi Brenai Allen
Residency Program: Family Medicine
Naval Medical Center Camp LeJeune
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina

Shaina Rachelle Alleyne
Residency Program: TBA

++Adaugo Ifeoma Amah
Residency Program: Medicine Preliminary
Morehouse School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia

Chisom Ihuoma Anyanwoke
Residency Program: Internal Medicine
University of Miami Miller School of 
Medicine at Holy Cross Hospital
Fort Lauderdale, Florida

Nicholas Alexander Arnold
Residency Program:  Internal Medicine
Morehouse School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia

+++Adamu Awak
Residency Program: Emergency Medicine
New York Presbyterian Brooklyn 
Methodist Hospital
Brooklyn, New York

Kaquanta La’Kandace Barlow
Residency Program: Pediatrics
University of Louisville School of 
Medicine 
Louisville, Kentucky

Anya Simone Bazzell
Residency Program: TBA
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Morgan Kiyanna Biggs
Residency Program: Psychiatry
Community Health of South Florida
Miami, Florida 

+++Luke Buffardi
Residency Program: Internal Medicine
Oregon Health & Science University
Portland, Oregon

++Tamara J Byrd
Residency Program: General Surgery
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center 
Medical Education
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

****Thomas Prier Callier IV
Residency Program: TBA

Martin Luther Campbell
Residency Program: Internal Medicine
Emory University School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia

Tyesha Monique Coleman
Residency Program: Internal Medicine
WellStar Kennestone Regional Medical 
Center
Marietta, Georgia

++Kathleen Layne Collins
Residency Program: Orthopaedic Surgery/
Clinical-5 year
Hospital of the University of 
Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Chelsea Danielle Conrad
Residency Program: TBA

+++Kendall Scott Cooper
Residency Program: Transitional
Northside Hospital Gwinnett
Lawrenceville, Georgia
*Residency Program: Radiology Diagnostic
Mayo Clinic School of Graduate Medical 
Education
Rochester, Minnesota

Guilherme De Morais Melo Costa
Residency Program: Family Medicine
WellStar Kennestone Regional Medical 
Center
Smyrna, Georgia

Lance Michon Craig
Residency Program: Family Medicine
Atrium Health Cabarrus
Concord, North Carolina

Lindsey Alexis Crawford
Residency Program: Pediatrics
Eastern Virginia Medical School
Norfolk, Virginia

++Claud D Crosby III
Residency Program: Obstetrics and 
Gynecology
Memorial Health University Medical 
Center
Savannah, Georgia

+++Tre’Cherie Arachael Crumbs
Residency Program: Internal Medicine
Emory University School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia

David Emmanuel Wade Daniels
Residency Program: Family Medicine
Morehouse School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia
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++++Michael Patrick Dorsey, Jr.
Residency Program: General Surgery
New York University Grossman School 
of Medicine                            
New York, New York

Ricardo Anthony Dunmoodie
Residency Program: Internal Medicine
Grand Strand Regional Medical Center
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

Chinomnso Chinaechetam Ekeke
Residency Program: Family Medicine
Spartanburg Regional Healthcare
Spartanburg, South Carolina

Tosha Ehowa Erzuah
Residency Program: Internal Medicine
HCA Healthcare/University of South 
Florida Morsani College of Medicine
Tampa, Florida

Precious Anyaoha Eze
Residency Program: Emergency Medicine
University of Central Florida College of 
Medicine
Graduate Medical Education 
Consortium
Gainesville, Florida

Dexter Chukwuka Ezeagwu
Residency Program: Internal Medicine
Morehouse School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia

Stella Omodolapo Fagbemi
Residency Program: Medicine-Primary
State University of New York Health 
Science Center at Brooklyn
Brooklyn, New York

Girgis Saady Fahmy
Residency Program: Emergency Medicine 
Emory University School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia

Bryana Jeanale Ferris
Residency Program: Pediatrics
Morehouse School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia

+++Brandon Lee Fong
Residency Program: Pediatrics
Tripler Army Medical Center

Honolulu, Hawaii

****Berenice KL Gerard
Residency Program: Medicine Pediatrics
Tulane University School of Medicine
New Orleans, Louisiana 

++++Marco Mahrous Gerges
Residency Program: Emergency Medicine
University of South Florida Morsani 
College of Medicine
Tampa, Florida

Kelli A. Gills
Residency Program: Surgery Preliminary
Morehouse School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia

Mark Giorgi
Residency Program: Surgery Preliminary
Orlando Health
Orlando, Florida

Dominique Michelle Grasty Hines
Residency Program: Pediatrics
Morehouse School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia

Cedric A. Green
Residency Program: Family Medicine
Mayo Clinic School of Graduate Medical 
Education
Jacksonville, Florida
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Sydney T’sara Green
Residency Program: Pediatrics
Eastern Virginia Medical School
Norfolk, Virginia

Kelly Kathleen Hady
Residency Program: Pediatrics
Valley Childrens Healthcare
Madera, California

Andre Horan Hall
Residency Program: Obstetrics and 
Gynecology
Howard University Hospital
Washington, District of Columbia

+++Chelsey Ashlen Harris
Residency Program: Obstetrics and 
Gynecology
University of Southern California
Los Angeles, California

Jada Mone’e Harris
Residency Program: Family Medicine
WellStar Kennestone Regional Medical 
Center
Smyrna, Georgia 

Taylor Lynn Heacock
Residency Program: Obstetrics and 
Gynecology
University of Texas Medical School
Houston, Texas

Jennifer Danyel Hendricks
Residency Program: Obstetrics and 
Gynecology
Medical Center Central Georgia Mercer 
University School of Medicine
Macon, Georgia

++Nicola Annmarie Hendricks
Residency Program: Obstetrics and 
Gynecology
University of Colorado School of 
Medicine
Aurora, Colorado

++Milca Altineus Isaac
Residency Program: Anesthesiology
University of Florida College of 
Medicine
Jacksonville, Florida

Kendra Nadine Ivy
Residency Program: Internal Medicine
Morehouse School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia

+++Dana Robin Jaleel
Residency Program: Transitional
WellStar Kennestone Regional Medical 
Center
Marietta, Georgia
*Residency Program: Radiology Diagnostic
Emory University School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia

Laura Christine James
Residency Program: Emergency Medicine/
Southeastern Health
Campbell University
Lumberton, North Carolina

Monet Sheree Johnson
Residency Program: Pediatrics
Emory University School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia

Ashlee-Marie Shanique Jones
Residency Program: Obstetrics and 
Gynecology
WellStar Kennestone Regional Medical 
Center
Marietta, Georgia
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++++Stephanie Melissa Jones
Residency Program: Orthopaedic Surgery
University of Texas Health Science 
Center
San Antonio, Texas

++++Connie Jane Kha
Residency Program: Transitional
Scripps Mercy Hospital
San Diego, California
*Residency Program: Dermatology/
Diversity
Duke University Medical Center
Durham, North Carolina

Atsou C. Klougan
Residency Program: Internal Medicine
University of Miami John F. Kennedy 
Palm Beach 
Graduate Medical Education 
Consortium
Atlantis, Florida

Sriramakrishna Rao Koganti
Residency Program: Medicine Preliminary
Northside Hospital Gwinnett
Lawrenceville, Georgia

Hiu Sze Kwong
Residency Program: Psychiatry
Morehouse School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia

++Olivia Danielle Larkin
Residency Program: Psychiatry
University of Texas Health, Joint Base
San Antonio, Georgia

+++Rebecca Li
Residency Program: Medicine Preliminary
University of North Carolina Hospitals
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
*Residency Program: Ophthalmology
University of North Carolina School of 
Medicine
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Danielle R. Little
Residency Program: Internal Medicine
Florida Atlantic University Schmidt 
College of Medicine
Boca Raton, Florida

++Sameer Mishra
Residency Program: Emergency Medicine
Louisiana State University School of 
Medicine
Baton Rouge, Louisana 

Dymon K. Morgan
Residency Program: Family Medicine
Saint Louis University School of 
Medicine
St Louis, Missouri

Bhavana Nagareddy
Residency Program: Pediatrics
Morehouse School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia

Glenicia R. Nosworthy
Residency Program: Internal Medicine
Zucker School of Medicine Northwell 
Lenox Hill Hospital
New York, New York

Olaoluwapo Ogunorunyinka
Residency Program: Psychiatry
University of California Riverside 
School of Medicine                 
Riverside, California

Helene Ejele Okpere
Residency Program: Emergency Medicine
Emory University School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia
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Amblessed Ijeoma Onyema
Residency Program: Emergency Medicine
University of Florida College of 
Medicine
Jacksonville, Florida

Yaw Owusu
Residency Program: Pediatrics
University of California Los Angeles 
Medical Center
Los Angeles, California

Andrew Park
Residency Program: Anesthesiology
Medical University of South Carolina
Charleston, South Carolina

Kelsey I. Paul-Stubbs
Residency Program: Obstetrics and 
Gynecology
Health Quest New York
Poughkeepsie, New York

Rhonda Ashley Reid
Residency Program: Psychiatry
Morehouse School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia

++++Logan Michael Reitz
Residency Program: Orthopaedic Surgery
University of Minnesota Medical
Minneapolis, Minnesota

++Allison Anita Rowell
Residency Program: Psychiatry
Morehouse School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia

Mark Hosam Saad-Naguib
Residency Program: Internal Medicine
Morehouse School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia

++Parnia Salehi
Residency Program: Emergency Medicine
Orlando Health
Orlando, Florida

++++Banafsheh Bonnie Shoai
Residency Program: Obstetrics and 
Gynecology
Morehouse School of Medicine 
Atlanta, Georgia

++Denyia K. Smith
Residency Program: Pediatrics
Emory University School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia

++Dominique Cherie Smith
Residency Program: Physical Medicine 
and Rehabilitation
Loma Linda University
Loma Linda, California

Briana Kirsten Toatley
Residency Program: Family Medicine
Emory University School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia

++Ifeoma Nnenna Ude
Residency Program: Medicine Preliminary
Morehouse School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia
*Residency Program: Ophthalmology
University of Maryland Medical Center
Baltimore, Maryland

Eric Lee Whitton Jr.
Residency Program: Transitional
Northside Hospital Gwinnett
Lawrenceville, Georgia
*Residency Program: Anesthesiology
Emory University School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia
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++Benjamin K. Wibonele
Residency Program: Otolaryngology
Emory University School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia

Francois E. Williams
Residency Program: Psychiatry
Baylor College of Medicine
Houston, Texas

+++Taylor Raines Williams
Residency Program: General Surgery
Morehouse School of Medicine
Atlanta, Georgia

Sang Jun Yoon
Residency Program: Psychiatry
State University of New York Update 
Medical University
Syracuse, New York
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Master of Public Health
International Declaration of Health Rights

HEALTH REQUIRES PEACEFUL AND EQUITABLE DEVELOPMENT 
AND COLLABORATION OF ALL PEOPLES

The enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health is one of the 
fundamental rights of every human being. It is not a privilege for those 

with power, money, or social standing.

Health is more than the absence of disease, but includes prevention of 
illness, development of individual potential, a positive sense of physical, 

mental, and social well-being.

Health care should be based on dialogue and collaboration between 
citizens, professions, communities, and policy makers. Health service 

should be affordable, accessible, effective, efficient, and convenient.

Health begins with healthy development of the child and a positive family 
environment.

Health must be sustained by the active role of men and women in 
health and development. The role of women and their welfare must be 

recognized and addressed.

Health care for the elderly should preserve dignity, respect, and concern for 
a sustainable environment with balanced human populations growth and 

preservation of cultural diversity.

Health depends on availability to people of basic elements: Food, safe water, 
housing, education, productive employment, protection from pollution, 

and prevention of social alienation.

Health depends on protection from exploitation without distinction of race, 
religion, political- belief, economic or social condition.

OATH: WE as people concerned about health improvement in the world 
do hereby commit ourselves to advocacy and action to promote the health 

rights of all human beings.



24

A Scientist’s  Pledge

I  accept this opportunity to follow the difficult and rewarding path of 
biomedical science and clinical research.

I will endeavor to honor all those who have contributed to this opportunity by 
always working to the utmost of my abilities and by increasing those abilities 

when possible.

I will strive to advance fundamental knowledge about all living things.

I pledge to use my energy, intellect and education to enhance the lives of all 
mankind, understanding that often the greatest strides are made through 

efforts to assist the dispossessed and underprivileged in our world.

I will carefully consider and remain mindful of the ethical implications of my 
work.

I will never use my gifts and skills to intentionally harm any individual, or 
group.

In planning and carrying out my work, I will treat this planet and all its life 
forms with honor and respect.

I will honor and respect the efforts of my teachers, taking great care always to 
give credit where credit is due and always humbly understanding that all that 

I see, I see by standing on the shoulders of the many scientists who have gone 
before me.

I will also honor and respect my students and all who rely on that which I 
have learned, striving to truthfully and openly disclose all my methods, 

findings, and conclusions

So long as I adhere to this pledge, may I have continued success in the field of 
biomedical science and clinical research.
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The Hippocratic Oath

The Oath of Hippocrates was demanded of the young physician of 
ancient Greece as he was about to enter his profession. The follow-
ing is a modern version of the original.

I          
  solemnly swear that as a graduate of Morehouse School of Medicine, 

accordingto my ability and judgment, I will keep the following oath:

I             
will consider dear to me those who have taught me this art and will teach the 

art to all those who qualify as students;

I            
will follow that method of treatment which, according to my ability and 

judgment, I consider for the benefit of my patients, and will abstain from 
whatever is deleterious and mischievous;

I            
will preserve the purity of my life and my art. In every house where I come, I 

will enter only for the good of my patients, keeping myself from all intentional 
ill doing and seduction;

A           
ll that may come to my knowledge in the exercise of my profession, which 

ought not to be spread abroad, I will keep secret and will never reveal;

I            
f I keep this oath faithfully, may I enjoy my life and practice my art, 

respected by all people and in all times; but if I trespass and violate this oath, 
may the reverse be my lot.
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Board of Trustees

OFFICERS

Arthur R. Collins
Chair

Managing Partner, theGROUP

Susan Grant
Vice Chair

Retired CNN Executive, Non-Profit Board Leader, Community Activist

MEMBERS

B. David Blake, MD ‘93
(ex-officio) President, Morehouse School of 

Medicine Alumni Association

Marlon Cousin
(ex-officio) President, Morehouse College

National Alumni Association

Camille Davis-Williams, MD
Greater Atlanta Women’s Healthcare

Aaron D. Dent
Managing Director & Chief Procurement 

Officer, Tishman Speyer

Joy Fitzgerald
Retired Executive, former President & 

CEO, Atlanta Housing Authority

Shawn Garrison, Ph.D. 
(Ex officio, Faculty Trustee)

Assistant Professor, Morehouse School of 
Medicine, Inc.

Director of Counseling Services
Psychiatry & Behavioral Science

Kimberly S. Greene
Chairman, President and Chief Executive 

Officer, Southern Company Gas

Lawrence V. Jackson
Chairman, SourceMark LLC

Ashlee – Marie Jones 
(ex officio Student Trustee)

MD Candidate 2019 
SGA President 2018-2019
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Douglas Love, Esq.
Elan Pharmaceuticals

Thomas N. Malone, MD
Private Practice Physician, OB/GYN

Sylvester McRae, MD
Private Practice Physician, OB/GYN

Woodrow W. McWillliams III, 
MD

Radiation Oncologist
John B. Amos Cancer Center,

Columbus Regional Healthcare System

Glenn W. Mitchell III
Atlanta Office Managing Partner 

Ernst & Young LLP

Valerie Montgomery Rice, MD
President and Dean,

Morehouse School of Medicine

Claire Pomeroy, MD, MBA
President, Albert and Mary Lasker 

Foundation

Larry C. Renfro
Vice Chairman, UnitedHealth Group

Founder and Managing Partner 
Optum Ventures

Barry Simpson
Senior Vice President and CIO, Coca-Cola

The Honorable Calvin Smyre
Georgia State Representative

Executive Vice President of Corporate 
Affairs, Synovus

Russell Stokes
Senior Vice President, GE

President & CEO, GE Power Portfolio

David Thomas, PhD
President, Morehouse College

Henry “Hank” Thomas
President, Victoria Hospitality Properties

David Thomas, PhD 
(ex-officio) President, Morehouse College
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“The Star-Spangled Banner”
Francis Scott Key

O say can you see by the dawn’s early light,

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming,

Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight,

O’er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming?

And the rockets’ red glare, the bombs bursting in air,

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there;

O say does that star-spangled banner yet wave,

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

On the shore dimly seen through the mists of the deep,

Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence reposes,

What is that which the breeze, o’er the towering steep,

As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses?

Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first beam,

In full glory reflected now shines in the stream:

‘Tis the star-spangled banner, O! long may it wave

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave.
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“Lift Every Voice and Sing”
James Weldon Johnson

Lift Every voice and sing

‘Til the earth and Heaven ring,

Ring with the harmonies of liberty,

Let our rejoicing rise

High as the listening skies,

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us;

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us;

Facing the rising sun

Of our new day begun,

Let us march on ‘til victory is won.
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“SOAR”
(To the Highest Place of Dreams)”

Jerry Peters
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Commencement Committee Members

Ngozi F. Anachebe, Pharm.D., MD ’98, FACOG
Chairperson

Danielle Baker

Char Battle 

Carlos Bradley

Joseph Chevalier

Tony Collier

Kelsey Comeaux

Travis Copeland

Bill Doughty

Martha Elks

LaRonda Evans

Girgis Fahmy

Angela Freeman

Mario Graydon

Janice Herbert-Carter

LaZondra Hill

Alicia Holloway

Kiara Jackson

Ashlee-Marie Jones

Lawrence Jones

Shawntel Jordon

Cassandra Lawrance

Stephanie Lundy

Jamillah McDaniel

Kabriel Moorehead

Luis V. Núñez

Brenton Powers

Durea Rupert

Marjorie Smith

Robert Smith

Joe Swanson

Denisha Wise

Morehouse School of Medicine has made every effort to provide
a complete and accurate listing of graduates and academic honors.

Please accept our sincere apologies if we have committed an error or omission.



33

Academic Symbols

The banner and flag show the Morehouse School of Medicine logo. The original logo 
was designed in 1976 by artists David and Delores Cato of D’Cato of Atlanta, Ga. The 
mace is carried by the Mace Bearer in the procession and is the medieval symbol of 
the office and the authority of the president. The head is made from sterling silver 
and gold, and the shaft carved from Australian Rosewood. Morehouse School of 
Medicine’s original logo forms the head. The names of the presidents of the institution 
will be carved in the silver sleeves of the shaft, depicting the continuity of institutional 
leadership over the years. The mace was designed and crafted by Mr. Richard Mafong 
of Georgia State University and presented as a gift to the school by Dr. and Mrs. 
Theodore P. Ritota of South Orange, N.J.

The academic dress worn by those in the procession includes the cap, gown, and 
hood. The cap, made of black serve or broadcloth, is worn by holders of all degrees, 
but the cap of the doctor may be of velvet. Gowns are usually black, but the color 
is determined by the university from which the highest degree was obtained. The 
doctor’s gown is round, has bell sleeves, and is faced down in front and barred on the 
sleeves with black velvet. Doctors’ hoods are in the full shape with a rounded base. 
Their hoods are four-feet long and have a five-inch silk, satin, or velvet border on the 
outside. The border represents the faculty from which the wearer has received his/
her degree. The color of the border representing medicine is green. Throughout the 
United States, there has not been a change in the standard colors which represent the 
disciplines. The color facing the hood, whether it is black or colored, indicates the 
following:

Kelly Green:  Medicine
Science Gold:  Science
Dark Blue:  Philosophy
Lilac:  Dentistry
Scarlet:  Theology
Purple:  Law
Olive:  Pharmacy
Lemon:  Library Science
Light Blue:  Education
Drab:  Business
Citron:  Social Work
Salmon Pink:  Public Health

Each hood is lined with silk in colors representative of the institution granting the 
degree. The colors for Morehouse School of Medicine are blue and ivory.
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