
                                                                    
International Cancer Research Partnership Day of Science April 27, 2016 Agenda  
Venue: American Cancer Society National Home Office 
              250 Williams Street, Atlanta, Georgia, 30303 USA 
 

  Theme: Health Equities in Cancer Research- Promoting cooperation among funding agencies to increase 
health equity, across the spectrum of cancer research, from biology to prevention, diagnosis, treatment 
planning and policy. 
    

8:20-8:40  am  Arrive at ACS and Security check-in 

8:45- 9:00  am Welcome and ICRP Overview 
William Chambers PhD and Miranda Klejin, PhD 
Senior Vice President for Extramural Research ACS; Chair, ICRP 

9:00-9:05 am Keynote speaker introduction:  Rosie Henson, MSSW, MPH 
Senior Vice President, Prevention and Early Detection 

9:00 - 9:30 am  Keynote Presentation: Fundamentals of Health Equity and future opportunities for 
cancer research, Leandris Liburd, PhD, MPH, MA, Director of Minority Health and 
Health Equity Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

9:30-9:45 am  Cancer Surveillance at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
A. Blythe Ryerson, PhD, MPH, Interim Chief, Cancer Surveillance Branch, 

9:45-10:05 am Discussion  

10:05 -10:20 am  Overview of Health Equity Research at ACS 
Elvan C. Daniels, MD, MPH and Kassandra Alcaraz, PhD 

10:20-10:30  Discussion 

10:30-10:40 Break 

 PANEL  PRESENTATIONS: RESEARCH FROM BIOLOGY TO COMMUNITY  

Biology to Care  Moderator: Upender Manne, PhD, Professor University of Alabama at Birmingham 

10:40-10:55 am 
 
 
  
10:55-11:10 am  
 
 
11:10-11:25 am  
 
 
 
 
 
11:25-11:40 am  

Prostate Cancer Disparities in African American Men 
Shafiq Khan, PhD, Professor and Director Center for Cancer and Therapeutic 
Development, Clark Atlanta University 
 
Prostate Cancer and Ewing Sarcoma: Oncogenes to Precision Medicine 
Shyam Reddy, PhD, Professor and Director Cancer Biology Program             
Morehouse School of Medicine  
 
BRCA1 and Women’s Cancer:  A 20-year Journey from Discovery to Precision 
Medicine 
Veena Rao, PhD, Professor and Co-Director Cancer Biology Program         
Morehouse School of Medicine  
 
Functional Biomarkers as Indicators of Aggressive Cancers in African Americans 
patients 
Clayton Yates, PhD, Associate Professor and Co-Director U54 Cancer Partnership 
Tuskegee University 

11:40 am  -12:00 pm   Discussion  

12:00-12:45 pm  Lunch  
 



                                                                    
Access to Care and 
Community  

Moderator: Mhel Kavanaugh-Lynch, MD, MPH, Director of the California Breast 
Cancer Research Program  

12:40 - 12:55 pm 
 
 
12:55 - 1:10 pm 
 
 
 
 
1:10 - 1:25 pm 
 
 
1:25 -1:40 pm  
 
 
 
1:40 -1:55 pm  

Multi-level Interventions  
Brian Rivers, PhD, Co-Director U54 Cancer Partnership, Morehouse School of 
Medicine 
 
Developing, testing and disseminating a smoke-free home intervention to reach 
low-income households 
Michelle Kegler, DrPH, MPH, Professor Emory University, Rollins School of Public 
Health and Director, Emory Prevention Research Center 
 
Health Equity Initiatives in Cancer Control at the American Cancer Society  
Joenell Henry-Tanner, MPH, Managing Director of Community Health Initiatives  
 
Global Health Equity: Addressing the needs in USA and abroad 
Derrick Beech, MD, Senior Associate Dean for Clinical Affairs and Professor of 
Surgery, Morehouse School of Medicine 
 
Cancer Workforce Needs  
Beverly Taylor, MD, Professor and Chair Department of Community and Preventive 
Medicine, Morehouse School of Medicine 

1:55-2:15 pm Discussion 

Place PLACE AND INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION  
Moderator: TJ Koerner, PhD, Director of Research Information Management, ACS 

2:15-2:30 pm 
 
 
 
2:30-2:45 pm  
 
 
 
 
2:45-3:00 pm 

Cancer Australia’s model for national, collaborative funding  
of cancer research – International opportunities 
Paul Jackson, PhD, General Manager of Knowledge Management Research, Cancer 
Australia  
 
A Global Cancer Project Map: A Collaborative Platform to Close the Gap on 
Inequalities in Cancer Care, Control, and Research, NIH National Cancer Institute  
Rachel Abudu, MPH Project Manager for the Global Cancer Project Map and Lisa 
Stevens, PhD 
 
GIS Research at American Cancer Society 
Liora Sahar, PhD, Director of Evaluation Informatics, Statistics & Evaluation Center 
ACS Intramural Research Department 

3:00 - 3:20 pm  Discussion  

3:20 - 4: 30 pm  EVALUATION, MONITORING, AND POLICY 
Moderator: Nancy Paris, MS, FACHE  
President and CEO, Georgia Center for Oncology Research and Education  

3:20 - 3:35 pm 
 
 
3:35 - 3:50 pm 
 

Developing Priorities for Health Disparities Research at NCI 
Michelle Bennett, PhD, Director, NCI Center for Research Strategy  
 
Use of Metrics in Research Evaluation and Societal Impact of Research 
Diana Hicks, PhD, Georgia Institute of Tech University 



                                                                    
 
3:50 - 4:05 pm 
 

  
Evidence Based Research and Public Policy: Case Study in Tobacco Research 
Michael Eriksen, Sc.D., Dean and Regents’ Professor of the School of Public Health 
at Georgia State University 

4:05 - 4:30 pm  Discussion  

4:30 - 5:30 pm RECEPTION AND NETWORKING OPPORTUNITIES 

 
 


